DISCUSSION QUESTION 1-2
MG641 Marketing Management

Lesson 1: Marketing, A Macro Perspective


Upon completion of the Required Readings, write a thorough, well-planned narrative answer to the following discussion question.  Rely on your Required Readings and the Lecture and Research Update for specific information to answer the discussion question, but turn to your original thoughts when asked to apply, evaluate, analyze, or synthesize the information.  Your Discussion Question response should be both grammatically and mechanically correct, and formatted in the same fashion as the question itself.  If there is a Part A, your response should identify a Part A, etc.  In addition, you must appropriately cite all resources used in your responses and document in a bibliography using APA style.

Discussion Question 2 (50 points)

You are the marketing manager for a video rental chain. You have been asked to define the major competitive spheres within which your company will operate. Respond to the following competitive elements. (50 points) (A 2-page response is required.)
a. Industry

b. Products and Applications

c. Competence

d. Market Segment 

e. Vertical  

f. Geographical 



Grading Rubric

Please refer to the rubric on the following page for the grading criteria for this assignment.
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CATEGORY Exemplary Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Unacceptable

7 points  5 points  3 points  1 point 

Student provides a 

clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere 

of industry.

Student provides a 

mostly clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

industry.

Student provides a 

partially clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

industry. 

Student provides a weak, 

unclear, or partially 

incorrect discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

industry.

7 points  5 points  3 points  1 point 

Student provides a 

clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere 

of products and 

applications.

Student provides a 

mostly clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

products and 

applications.

Student provides a 

partially clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

products and 

applications.

Student provides a weak, 

unclear, or partially 

incorrect discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

products and applications.

7 points  5 points  3 points  1 point 

Student provides a 

clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere 

of competence.

Student provides a 

mostly clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

competence.

Student provides a 

partially clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

competence.

Student provides a weak, 

unclear, or partially 

incorrect discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

competence.

7 points  5 points  3 points  1 point 

Student provides a 

clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere 

of market segment.

Student provides a 

mostly clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

market segment.

Student provides a 

partially clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

market segment.

Student provides a weak, 

unclear, or partially 

incorrect discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

market segment.

7 points  5 points  3 points  1 point 

Student provides a 

clear, logical 

discussion of the 

vertical competitive 

sphere.

Student provides a 

mostly clear, logical 

discussion of the vertical 

competitive sphere.

Student provides a 

partially clear, logical 

discussion of the vertical 

competitive sphere. 

Student provides a weak, 

unclear, or partially 

incorrect discussion of the 

vertical competitive 

sphere.

7 points  5 points  3 points  1 point 

Student provides a 

clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere 

of geography.

Student provides a 

mostly clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

geography.

Student provides a 

partially clear, logical 

discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

geography.

Student provides a weak, 

unclear, or partially 

incorrect discussion of the 

competitive sphere of 

geography.

4 points  3 points  2 points  1 point 

Student makes no 

errors in grammar or 

spelling that distract 

the reader from the 

content.

Student makes 1-2 errors 

in grammar or spelling 

that distract the reader 

from the content.

Student makes 3-4 errors 

in grammar or spelling 

that distract the reader 

from the content.

Student makes more than 

4 errors in grammar or 

spelling that distract the 

reader from the content.

4 points  3 points  2 points  1 point 

The paper is written 

in proper format. All 

sources used for 

quotes and facts are 

credible and cited 

correctly. Excellent 

organization, 

including a variety of 

thoughtful 

transitions.

The paper is written in 

proper format with only 

1-2 errors. All sources 

used for quotes and 

facts are credible and 

most are cited correctly. 

Adequate organization 

includes a  variety of 

appropriate transitions.

The paper is written in 

proper format with only 3-

5 errors. Most sources 

used for quotes and facts 

are credible and cited 

correctly. Essay is poorly 

organized, but may 

include a few effective 

transitions.

The paper is not written in 

proper format. Many 

sources used for quotes 

and facts are less than 

credible (suspect) and/or 

are not cited correctly. 

Essay is disorganized and 

does not include effective 

transitions.

Industry 

(7 Points)

Mechanics -

Grammar, 

Punctuation, 

Spelling (4 Points)

Format - APA 

Format, Citations, 

Organization, 

Transitions (4 

Points) 

Geographical (7 

Points)

Vertical (7 Points)

Market Segment (7 

Points)

Products and 

Applications (7 

Points)

Competence (7 

Points)


